Alternative management of iliac vein injury during anterior lumbar spine exposure.
Vascular injuries are, unfortunately, common complications during anterior approach to lumbar spine, with venous injuries occurring most frequently. The L4-L5 level of exposure is associated most commonly with venous injuries because it requires significant mobilization of the vascular structures. We present two cases of left common iliac vein tears encountered during redo anterior exposure for spine revision. This was in the setting of an anterior lumbar interbody fusion at the L4-L5 level and for the repeat disc arthroplasty at the L5-S1 level. We describe the endovascular technique used to successfully repair venous tear with the deployment of a covered stent across the injury, preventing the ligation of the left common iliac vein.